The title compound, C 18 H 20 O 4 , was synthesized via the ruthenium-catalyzed alkene methathesis dimerization of eugenol. The whole molecule is generated by inversion symmetry; the center of inversion being located at the midpoint of the trans C C bond. The phenol ring is inclined to the mean plane of the central C-C C-C unit (r.m.s. deviation = 0.014 Å ) by 68.83 (16) . In the crystal, molecules are linked via O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, involving the hydroxy and methoxy groups, forming undulating sheets parallel to (010).
Related literature
For a general review of alkene metathesis catalyzed by ruthenium carbenes, see : Grubbs (2004) . For the second generation Grubbs ruthenium carbene catalyst, see : Scholl et al. (1999) . For the synthesis of the title compound, see : Taber & Frankowski (2006 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Figure 1
A view of the molecular structure of the title compound, with atom labelling. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. Unlabelled atoms are related to the labelled atoms by inversion symmetry (symmetry code: -x + 1, -y + 2, -z).
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Figure 2
A view along the a axis of the crystal packing of the title compound, with hydrogen bonds shown as dashed lines (see Table 1 for details). C-bound H atoms have been omitted for clarity.
(E)-4,4′-(But-2-ene-1,4-diyl)bis(2-methoxyphenol)
Crystal data 
